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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Applicants disclose the documents listed on the attached form PTO-1449, copies of 
which are enclosed. 

Also enclosed is a copy of an Official Action dated April 20, 2004, issued in 
corresponding Japanese Patent Application No. 2000-208913. The disclosed documents were 
first cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart application not 
more than three months prior to the filing of this statement. 

Note that to meet the requirement for providing "a concise explanation of the relevance" 
of all references not in English, one may provide an English-language version of an Official 
Action in which the relevance of the cited references is indicated. See the Manual of Patent 
Examining Procedure, Section 609 A(3). An English translation of foreign language documents 
AQ and AR is not provided, as an English translation of the above-mentioned Official Action is 
submitted herewith. 

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY FIRST CLASS MAIL 

I hereby certify under 37 CFR § 1.8(a) that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail with 
sufficient postage on the date indicated below and is addressed to the 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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This statement is also being filed before the receipt of a first Office action on the merits. 
Please apply any charges to Deposit Account No. 06-1050. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Date: 1~U - p f 

Y/^ocky Tsa^h.D., J.D. 
Attorney for Applicants 
Reg. No. 34,053 

Fish & Richardson P.C. 
225 Franklin Street 
Boston, MA 021 10-2804 
Telephone: (617)542-5070 
Facsimile: (617) 542-8906 
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